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EDITORIAL NOTES 


“IT am the Truth.”—John 14: 6. 

Christianity stands or falls, according to our adherence to 
or departure from belief in the above affirmation. 

Christianity, contrary to all other forms of religion, does 
not depend on a system; it exists in and through a Person, Jesus 
Christ. If we deny Him, Christianity has no longer any reason 
to exist. One of the greatest and most hypocritical deceptions 
of our times consists in the effort to represent Christianity as 
a factor for good, without the necessity of accepting the his- 
torical existence of Christ. We have always looked upon the 
upholders of this theory as resembling the Jesuits, who, with 
their thought centered upon their object, always enter the battle- 
field making concessions, in order to get the better of the enemy, 
by putting him off his guard. 

Christianity is not a system of morality; it is a message of 
salvation. Its morality centres in the essence of the Sender of 
the Message and His Messenger. We do not wonder that 
the Jews, astonished at the doctrines of Jesus, should ask: “By 
what authority speakest Thou?” 

This is the true position of Christianity. It does not appeal 
to philosophy, science, nor any branch of human knowledge. It 
rests upon the authority of the Messenger. Is He sent by God? 
Is He what He claims to be? If He is, there is nothing to be 
cone but to “hear Him.” Is He not what He claims to be? 
Then He was an impostor, and Christianity, which centres in 
Him, is an imposture! 

“What think ye of Christ?” This is the all-important ques- 
tion we should put to any new form of doctrine, as well as to 
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ourselves, before we can determine whether we are really Chris- 
tians or not. 

As a nation we call ourselves Christian. Are we following 
Him? Do we believe that He is the Truth? Do we uphold 
His Word as the only Standard by which to frame our national 
laws, and the only rule of national as well as individual life? 
Do we set Him high above all men and all opinions of men? 

Two enemies, almost equally destructive, confront Christi- 
anity—the reformer-philosopher, who believes he has evolved a 
scheme of social betterment which ranks him equal, if not su- 
perior to Jesus—and popery, which stands as Christ’s represen- 
tative on earth. The former destroys the force of Hi$ message 
by denying His authority; the latter upholds His authority, but 
denies His message by making the pope the arbiter of His author- 
ity and the interpreter of His Word. 

Before allowing himself to take sides with either, every honest 
soul should ask this question of each: By what authority do ye 
speak ? 

The philosopher will answer, “In the name and with the au- 
thority of science.” But there are many who speak in the same 
name, and claim to be in possession of the truth, yet hold widely 
differing views. To explain this some have advanced the theory 
that no one reformer has ever grasped the whole truth, but that 
each represents a partial truth, or one phase of the truth. in 
the maze of conflicting view-points and opinions we despair 
of ever coming into the possession of truth. We have still to 
wait for the man who shall be able to gather together all these 
fragments of truth, and make out of them a complete whole— 
a system which will stand all tests. 

Meanwhile we leave them to their speculations and turn to 
Him who says, “I am the Truth; the words which I speak unto 
vou are not Mine, but the Father’s which sent Me.” 

Popery, more dishonest than the other foe of Christianity, 
like Judas, hails Christ as its Master, yet betrays Him. Not 
openly denying that He is the Truth, it vet teaches that He has 
not told the truth. Jesus declared He spoke openly; the pope 
says He has not spoken openly. That when He said, “Come 
unto Me” He meant “Come to the pope.” When He said, “My 
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Kingdom is not of this world,’ He made a mistake, to correct 
which the pope claims for himself authority over all the king- 
doms of earth. To His word, “It is finished,” the pope replies, 
“No, but I shall finish the work through my priests, repeating 
continually the same sacrifice, the only difference being that 
Christ on Calvary gave freely His blood and life, while my 
priest shall give neither life nor blood, but shall receive a stipend 
that his blood may circulate and his life be lengthened, and my 
power be made secure.” 

These considerations should make us ask the more earnestly, 
What of Jesus Christ? Was He right, or was He wrong? 
Was He indeed the Truth, or was He not? If He was not, 
Christianity falls, and with it popery, which falsely claims His 
authority. If He is the Truth, popery must still fall, as the great- 
est imposture and perversion of the truth the world has ever 
known. 

We stand for the truth as it is in Jesus. And since we have 
taken our stand, in spite of its boasted progress, our eyes are 
opened to see popery roll down like a broken idol at our feet. 
There is no need of any crusade to destroy the arch-enemy of 
God and of His Son. As soon as men can be persuaded to 
leave all else and turn, heart and soul, to Jesus, the power of 
popery will disappear as the shadows before the light. 


Christ’s Mission Services 
We wish to remind our friends in the city of our regular 
services on Sunday afternoon at 3 o'clock, and our special evan 
gelistic service on Thursday evening, which latter has been con- 
ducted all through the Summer. 


These services have proved to be both interesting and help- 
ful, and as we cannot afford to advertise them as we should like, 
we must rely upon our friends to make them known to others. 

Help us in this way. 
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THE PAPACY AND FREEDOM OF THOUGHT, SPEECH, 
AND OF THE PRESS 


LECTURE DELIVERED BY BISHOP BURT IN ELMWOOD HALL, 
BUFFALO, N. Y., JUNE, IQI5. 


As in our address of two weeks ago, so this afternoon we 
ask the privilege of making a few remarks before we begin the 
discussion of the subject for to-day. 

No one has been more surprised than I to see the many let- 
ters published in the “Morning Mail” and the Buffalo “Express,” 
referring to my addresses. I have received many others pro 
and con which have not been published. Probably I would not 
be regarded as a competent judge of the value of these epistles, 
since I am personally concerned. Hence I appeal to you who 
have read them. Have the writers not purposely missed the 
mark, or unconsciously confirmed my position? I could not 
have asked for a better witness than “Catholicus,” in his letter 
on “Italy and the Papacy.” Some were mere quibbles about 
words. One gave it as his opinion that I must have consulted 
with the editor of the “Menace” before I prepared the address. 
I do not have the honor to know any of the gentlemen connected 
with that paper, nor have I ever met them. Several put up straw 
men in the shape of statements which I never uttered; then 
knocked their own men down and concluded that they had an- 
swered me. One writer called my address “inflammatory.” I 
confess that in a sense this is true, but the inflammatory parts 
were the quotations from the popes and from other members 
of the Roman hierarchy. Not one of the writers questioned or 
attempted to explain these quotations. It is interesting and 
almost amusing to see how many of the writers speak of the 
Roman Catholic Church and of the ancient Christian Church as 
if they were synonymous terms. After fourteen years of resi- 
dence in Rome, and of more than thirty years of close study of 
the Roman Catholic Church, I am compelled to affirm that 
modern Romanism has nothing whatsoever to do with New Testa- 
ment Christianity, and that it bears no resemblance to the primi- 
tive Church, but is a combination of paganism and Judaism bap- 
tized with Christian names. Indeed, Romanism is a religious 
Czsarism, infinitely more closely related to imperial Rome in its 
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spirit and organization than in succession of the apostles. This 
institution, erected on lines suggested by the ambition of deified 
emperors, seeks to exercise from a central seat of power an in- 
fallible and questionable dictatorship to the ends of the earth. 

Macaulay said: “The quality of the Church of Rome is the 
very masterpiece of human wisdom. The experience of the 
twelve hundred eventful years, the ingenuity and patient care 
of forty generations of statesmen, have improved that quality 
to such perfection that among the contrivances which have been 
devised for degrading and controlling mankind it occupies the 
first place.” 

Hobbes spoke of the papacy as “The ghost of Cesar sitting 
on the ashes of the Roman empire. The ghost of feudalism 
haunting cathedral thrones is the episcopate.” The pope for the 
whole Church and the world, the bishop in his diocese, and the 
priest in his parish, all agree that their power comes in no wise 
from the people. 

Our great Lincoln said: “No man is good enough to govern 
another without that other’s consent. Our reliance is in the love 
of liberty which God has planted in us, our defense is in the spirit 
which prizes liberty as the heritage of all men in all lands, 
everywhere. Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not 
for themselves, and under a just God, cannot long retain it.” 

Let us now come to our subject, “The Papacy and Freedom 
of Thought, Speech and the Press.” We must not forget that 
our text for these discussions is taken from the Syllabus of Pope 
Pius IX., from duly accredited Roman Catholic authors, and from 
the utterances of Roman Catholic ecclesiastics. 

“Anathemas,” says the pope, “on all those who assert that in 
this age it is not necessary that the Roman Catholic religion should 
be retained as the only religion of the State, excluding all others.” 
What miseries, struggles, horrible massacres and bloody wars this 
union of State and Church has caused! How arrogant in this age 
the claim to exclude and exterminate all others! 

“Anathemas on all who say that it has been wisely provided 
by law that in some Catholic countries those coming to such 
countries from abroad may have public worship according to 
their own customs and desires.” We have known what this has 
meant in Spain and Austria. It has been a sore trial to the pope 
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to see so many Protestant churches built in Rome and through- 
cut Italy. 

‘“Anathemas on those who say that the Church has not the 
power to define dogmatically that the religion of the Catholic 
Church is the only true religion.” 

*Anathemas on all who assert that every man is free to em- 
brace and profess that form of religion which in the light of 
reason he shall judge to be nearest the truth.” By this the pope 
curses sincerity and exalts hypocrisy. This the Vatican has done 
for centuries. How is it possible for any one to believe that 
which he knows to be historically false? or to accept dogmas 
which he knows to be but the inventions of men? The pope hurls 
his maledictions against the conscientiously religious who are try- 
ing honestly to live according to intelligent faith. No, you must 
believe and accept the dogmas of Rome, though convinced of 
their falsity and absurdity. Could there be any more brutal way 
of destroying liberty of thought and conscience? 

“Anathemas on those who declare that the obligation which 
binds Catholic teachers and authors applies only to those things 
which are proposed for universal belief, as dogmas according 
to the infallible judgment of the Church.” Of course not; it 
applies to all utterances, articles, papers, magazines and books. 

*Anathemas on all secret societies (except, of course, the Jesuits 
and the Knights of Columbus), on Bible societies and on all so- 
called liberal societies.” The pope has often anthematized Free- 
masons. Listen to Ripalda’s definition: “What is Masonry? A 
perverse society which, with apparent humanitarian ends, 
designs in her mysterious places of resort the ruin of society 
and of the Church. What means does it use to reach such per- 
verse ends? Crime, hypocrisy and mystery. What sin do those 
commit who belong to Masonry? Exceedingly grave sin, incur- 
ring excommunication from the Church.” They are even called 
“the riffraff of hell.” During my life I have known very many 
of them. Man for man I would think that they were among the 
very best citizens of these United States. 

The pope says that Bible societies are a “pest and pestilence.” 
Mark you, it is the pretended vicar of Christ who uses this 
language. In his malediction of the society whose only object 
is the distribution of the Word of God, does he not at the same 
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time hurl his anathema at the Book and its Author? But the 
word of God abideth forever, and is being glorified in all lands, 
notwithstanding the pope’s malediction. 

How deceived are those well-meaning persons who desire 
to be independent men and free citizens, and yet wish to remain 
Roman Catholics! It is impossible! There can never be any 
reconciliation between absolute despotism and freedom. Such a 
thought is an illusion, a dream never to be realized. 

The liberty of the Romish Church consists simply and solely 
in compelling all classes to obey her not only in religious mat- 
ters, but also in domestic life and civil affairs. If the Govern- 
ment does not give over to the priests the management of the 
schools, colleges and universities, if it does not cede to the clergy 
an independent tribunal and innumerable immunities, if it does 
not abolish the free press and free speech and even liberty of 
thought and conscience, and if it does not lend its arm of power 
to persecute those who profess liberal views, and especially here- 
tics, then she thunders forth maledictions on such governments 
and people. 

Why, then, should we be criticised by Americans if we do 
not want to exalt to places of influence and responsibility in the 
government of this country persons who owe allegiance to such 
a system? 

“Anathemas on all who say that the Roman pontiff can and 
ought to come into line with the progress and liberalism of 
modern civilization.” Be not deceived, the Romish Church is 
true to its motto, “ever the same.” She is opposed to all prog- 
ress. 

What all this means, let the Romanists themselves explain. 
Mgr. Preston in a sermon said: “It is sometimes asserted that 
the Church has jurisdiction only in matters of faith. You say, 
that, ‘I will receive my faith from the pontiff but not my politics.’ 
The assertion is disloyal! Whenever a question arises which 
concerns society it is the duty of the pope to speak and of Catho- 
lics to obey. You must not think as you choose, but you must 
think as Catholics. The man who says, ‘I will take my faith 
from Peter but not my politics,’ is not a true Catholic.” Another 
author says, “There is no limit set to the field in which the pope 
can and must exercise his authority. His authority is not second 
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to other persons, no matter how learned, who though learned 
are mot holy, because he who is holy cannot dissent from the 
pope.” 

Let us turn again to the catechism: “Is it true that a man 
may select the religion which he thinks best? No; but he should 
profess only the Catholic, apostolic, Roman, which is the only 
true one.” 

“What is meant by liberty of worship? That the Govern- 
ment should protect the free exercise of all religions, although 
they may be false.” “What is, then, the obligation of the Gov- 
ernment at this point? First, the Government should profess 
and protect the only religion, which is the Catholic.” 

“What is meant by the liberty of the press? The right 
to publish without previous censorship all sorts of opinions. 
Should the Government suppress this liberty by means of cen- 
sorship? It is evident that it should. Does the Church toler- 
ate these liberties? No, sir; she has many times condemned 
them.” 

“Is it lawful for a Catholic to call himself liberal? No, sir. 
Why? Because of the scandal caused by taking the name of an 
error condemned by the Church.” “Does one sin gravely who 
subscribes to a liberal paper? Yes, sir. Why? Because he con- 
tributes to evil with his money, puts in peril his faith, and sets a 
bad example. Note that if the reviews and periodicals are pro- 
hibited by some bishop, the faithful of his diocese commit also 
a grave sin of disobedience. What rules can be given by which 
to determine whether or not papers are libefal? The following: 
1. If they call themselves liberal. 2. If they defend the liberty of 
conscience, liberty of worship, of the press, or whatever 
other of the liberal errors. 3. If they attack the Roman pontifi- 
cate, the clergy, or the religious orders. 4. If they belong to 
liberal parties. 5. If they show a liberal mind in their com- 
ments upon news or in their judgment of persons. The most 
certain rule of all is if they are condemned by the bishops. What 
is the best rule in these cases so that one may not err? Read 
no periodical without previously consulting and securing the 
approbation of the confessor. What should all good Catholics 
do with reference to the press? Extirpate the impious and liberal, 
and subscribe for and propagate the Catholic.” 
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Is it not a strange anomaly, and a colossal outrage, to our 
civilization, that a group of men, with the pope as their leader, 
should presume through their devotees in this country to destroy 
our liberties and bring back to us the tyrannical censorship of 
the past? 7 

Certainly we do not need mere evidence concerning what the 
Roman Catholic Church pretends! 

Let us see how these claims work when actually applied or 
operated. Come with us to Austria, the most Roman Catholic 
country in Europe, now suffering terribly for her past crimes. 
In Austria there is no religious liberty, but only toleration of 
domestic worship. The priests say that should mean simply for 
the members of the family; but we have contended that it should 
alsovinclude invited guests. Under this interpretation we Method- 
ists have been doing business in Austria for several years. In 
Trieste we have a prosperous Italian church. At one of the serv- 
ices the people were singing, accompanied by an organ, and they 
were heard for more than a block away. Instigated by the 
priests, the authorities decided that this could not be regarded 
as domestic worship, so they closed our church. 


In Vienna one Sunday we wished to have a meeting in a pub- 
lic hall, but our program must first be censored by the police 
authorities and two policemen stationed in the hall to watch 


cur every word. In Spain, until recently, it was even worse, 
but light is gradually dawning upon Spain, and she will go the 
way of France, Italy and Portugal. God hasten the day! You 
will remember the Fairbanks and Roosevelt incidents and the 
liberty accorded them because they would not promise to stay 
away from the Methodists. They were not permitted to see the 
pope! 

Yet this narrowness and bigotry was approved by the Roman 
Catholic press even in free America. Yes, they are in America, 
but are not Americans. Listen to the Catholic “Telegraph”: 
“The very offensive proselyting of the Methodists in the Eternal 
City conducted by a campaign of slander, calumny and detraction 
(all of which is punishable in Italy, as here, and would have been 
if true), is a standing insult to the king-pope, therefore the 
authorities of the Vatican as a protest against injustice and as 
a precaution against the evil effects which indifference toward 
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this insult would work among the proletariat, decline to grant 
audiences to those who by association might seem to endorse 
or make light of such an insult.” Why should Methodists not be 
in Rome? And why curtail the liberties of two such distinguished 
gentlemen simply because they chose to associate with Method- 
ists? 

Of course, you know of that wonderful book, the “Index 
Librorum Prohibitorum et Expurgatorum,” the list of all the 
books condemned by the Romish Church. She claims the right 
to control every department of human thought and knowledge. 
She prescribes the books that may be read and _ those 
that must not be read. She dictates what things may 
form the subjects of our thought, the topics of our 
prohibited books. The first’edition was published by Pope Paul 
[V. in 1557. Every book that really tended to enlarge, strengthen 
and ennoble the mind; every book that taught the rights of indi- 
viduals to think and judge for themselves, and that taught the 
tights of States to frame their laws and policies independently 
of the Church; every book in favor of human freedom has been 
condemned, even including “Uncle Tom’s Cabin.” Not long since 
Pius X. condemned five Italian papers supposed to be Catholic, 
simply because they did not fully represent the pope’s political 
views. 

They have been carrying on so much business in this depart- 
ment of the Vatican lately that one of the liberal Italian papers 
remarked that “the dominating influence of the Vatican to-day 
would like to put all books on the Index, those printed and those 
that shall hereafter be printed. Soon neither ministers nor lay- 
men will dare to look at a book for fear of excommunication. 

The late Pius X. in an address on “Modernism” denounced 
in unmeasured terms modern thought, modern writings, books, 
newspapers, magazines, the printing press in general, and insisted 
on absolute obedience to the Church in all such matters. 

We find the same spirit, and, as far as possible, the same 
achieved results here through the boycott, their system of espion- 
age and intimidation, all of them contradictions of the fundamen- 
tal ideas of our liberties in this great republic. Archbishop Bon- 
zano, apostolic delegate at Washington, replying to a Roman 
Catholic concerning a question of duty, said: “You must sub- 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 253 


mit to the decisions of the Church even at the cost of sacrificing 
political principles.” 

You know as well as I their recent attempts at boycott, and 
how well they have succeeded among the wobblers and the weak- 
kneed, but not among men of character. Many of our repre- 
sentative Christian men are utterly unconscious of what is being 
done in the factories, mills, stores, or great corporations. Little 
by little the direction of affairs has gotten into the hands of Roman 
Catholics, and then every one who desires to think or speak as 
a free citizen is discriminated against. 

The editor of the “Northern Christian Advocate” wrote me a 
few days ago, that he had lost $1,500 a year in advertisements 
through the boycott, because he had dared to publish our ad- 
dresses and other articles on Romanism. 

I asked a distinguished journalist in Baltimore recently : “What 
is the matter that here in America the press is so often afraid of 
printing anything that reflects on the Roman Catholic Church?” 
He replied: “Because of the constant pressure on all sides by the 
relentless Roman machine.” Note what he said, “on all sides,” 
through advertisers, stockholders, editorial staff, reporters, con- 
tractors, subscribers, political party managers, and all the other 
agencies. These conditions will change only in proportion as the 
people shall demand freedom from such tyranny. 

Their system of boycott reaches everywhere—in public 
libraries, public schools, all branches of business, the Y. M. C. A. 
and the Y. W. C. A., and even into our Protestant Churches and 
colleges. 

We Protestants have been asleep, and while we slept the 
enemy sowed tares. If we seek to unite our forces to-day it is 
because we are compelled to do so in self-defense. Certainly 
the Roman Catholics ought not to criticize us for organizing when 
they give us such leading examples of militant aggressiveness 
in the Jesuits and Knights of Columbus, who have been intensely 
busy along all lines, even seeking to banish from our public 
libraries and schools all historical documents, encyclopedias, and 
text-books not approved by their ecclesiastical authorities. They 
have even gone so far as to come to the doors of some of our 
Methodist colleges, demanding the exclusion of certain text-books 
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on the ground that there were two or three Catholic students in 
the college! 

All papers and magazines that expose Rome must be boycotted. 
As far as possible the Associated Press must be controlled, and 
every agency reaching or affecting public sentiment or opinion 
must be watched. 

The recent attempts to exclude certain papers from the United 
States mails demonstrate the purpose of Rome in this country 
to rule by suppression. This has been their method always and 
everywhere. 

Our fathers had before them in the history of the Old World 
examples and warnings from the unfavorable results which 
attended the restriction of free speech and the censorship of the 
press in the discussion of all religious questions ; hence they wrote 
into our Constitution these words: “Congress shall make no law 

. abridging the freedom of the press.’” Chancellor Kent, a rec- 
ognized authority on American law, has given this a broad inter- 
pretation. He says: “It has become a constitutional principle 
in this country that every citizen may speak, write and publish 
his sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse 
of that right, and that no law can rightfully be passed 
to restrain or abridge the freedom of speech or of 
the press.” The bills recently presented and supported 
by Roman Catholics would give the postmaster-general 
the right and the power to exclude from the United 
States mails any publication that he might judge to be “of an 
indecent, immoral, scurrilous or libelous character.” Under- 
stand, we are not defending the use of the mails for the trans- 
mission of publications of this character, nor do we approve of 
language of this description, but we most emphatically dis- 
approve of any method for correcting existing abuses by the 
enactment of laws which would absolutely destroy the freedom 
of the press. First give the power to the postmaster-general, 
and then get busy to secure as soon as possible the appointment 
cf a Roman Catholic or a weak-kneed Protestant for that posi- 
tion, and then very cautiously a muzzle would be put on all our 
publications. Please note: 1. That the demand for the law mak- 
ing the postmaster-general a censor of the press originated with 
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Roman Catholics. 2. That the agitation for this has been car- 
ried on for about six years by Roman Catholics. 3. That the 
end sought is to exclude from the mails publications offensive 
to the Roman Church. 4. It is a demand for special legislation 
by a speeial class in the interest of a special institution, the most 
dangerous form of law making. 


If anything should be excluded, Roman Catholic papers 
should certainly go first. I challenge any one to bring even 
from the “Menace” any specimen that cannot be matched by 
something worse from Roman Catholic publications. Here is a 
mild example from Archbishop Ireland’s paper: “For thump- 


ing lying, large, big, a kind of riotous Falstaff lying, pulsing 
lying, commend me to the dear Methodists, who in their ethical 
make-up are a kind of Greek and Gascon.” Then he refers 
to myself as a sample. What about the sincerity of a man who 
would write such lines? 

The present European war has shown to what extent a sys- 
tem of espionage can be developed; but the Romish Church has 
a permanent system always in operation, a thousand times worse 
than that of the warring nations. 

When the Italians in 1870 took possession of Rome and the 
Papal States, they found that the inhabitants had been enslaved 
kody and soul. Every man, woman and child had been entangled 
in the meshes of an infamous system of espionage, such as only 
Jesuitism knows how to construct. Cardinals, bishops, priests, 
servants, thieves, brigands and vagabonds were all papal spies. 
People were arrested without warrant or warning, thrust into 
horrible prisons regardless of age, sex or social conditions, and 
often starved to death or executed without trial. 

The wife of one of our distinguished ambassadors in Rome 
said to me one evening: “Bishop, I feel as if I were in a prison 
in my own home, because’I am watched at every step. I hardly 
dare think my own thoughts.” 

Through the boycott, espionages and other means they seek 
to intimidate and terrorize the people. 

Many have asked me since these addresses: “Are you not 
afraid?” Why should I be afraid? Am I not in free America? 

I must confess that I do not like to see these black-robed 
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sisters at certain places on pay-days, or going from house to 
liouse or from store to store. This, too, is a system of espionage 
and intimidation. It is not right, and ought not to be allowed. 

The papal hierarchy uses all these means and methods toward 
those who stand in the way, but the moment similar methods 
are applied by Protestants, then up goes the sign of the cross 
and the howl of religious persecution. 

We are opposed to any encroachments upon our liberties 
from any source or because of any excuse. These liberties are, 
according to the Declaration of Independence, the right of every 
individual to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. The 
founders of this republic declared that civil government in 
America should in no sense be dominated or directly influenced 
by any Church or institution in the name of religion. This means 
complete separation of Church and State, with complete religious 
liberty for all. Every intelligent student of history knows that 
Rome stands everywhere and at all times for the exact opposite 
of all these principles. 

We often hear unthinking or self-interested apologists of 
the present day declare that the system is not what it used to 
be, that it has improved in spirit because of its contact with 
modern life and this American atmosphere, that whatever may 
be the theoretical claims of the Church there is certainly now no 
fear of its influence in our national affairs. 

How is it possible to make such an assertion in face of the 
facts and declarations of our day? Have we all forgotten so 
soon the awful facts brought to life through the investigation 
in the Phillipines, conducted by Judge William Howard Taft, 
duly recorded in Senate Document 190, and signed by William 


McKinley. Can there be anything worse in the annals of his- 
tory? 


The system of Romanism means death to man’s noblest rights, 
privileges and aspirations. It denies access to God except 
through the priest. A fellow mortal as pretended mediator stands 
in the way and blocks the path to eternal life. His dark shadow 
hides from the people the revelation of God's love. 

To-day the Romish Church boycotts, curses with scalding 
words, and persecutes secretly; and she would use the rack and 
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stake and prison if she could. She possesses the same spirit and 
has the same end in view as when she slaughtered the Albigenses, 
the Waldensians, the Huguenots and the Lollards; when she 
committed the awful cruelties in the Netherlands and applied 
the tortures of the Inquisition in every part of Europe. She 
succeeded by brute force in smothering the fires of the Reforma- 
tion in France, Spain and Italy, and at the beginning of the six- 
teenth century boasted that not a single heretic could be found 
in any of these lands. That, however, which she thought to be 
dead and buried, was but the covering up of the seed for the 
bountiful harvest since produced. The faithful were burned, 
but their testimony was not. Fire could not consume the truth 
they had spoken, chains could not bind it, naught could destroy 
it. Truth is immortal and unconquerable. Imprison it and it 
comes forth free; bury it and it rises again; crush it and it 
springs up victorious, invigorated by the conflict against deceit 
and fraud. Hence, we witness it coming forth in various forms 
to-day from the tombs of the long-buried nations, and from 
the hearts of oppressed peoples. Seek the truth, know the 
truth, live by the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 


Whose Fault Is It? 

The following was published by Father Phelan, LL.D., of the 
“Western Watchman”: “Holland organized a big pilgrimage to 
the celebrated shrine of Our Lady at Heilo, to pray for the peace 
of Europe. This immense demonstration of Catholic Holland took 


place on May 25th. 

As several months have elapsed and the effect of this 
pilgrimage has not yet been felt, the situation having become, on 
the contrary, more complicated by Italy joining the war, we should 
like to know whose fault it is. Did the shrine of Holland become 
famous through the deception practised by monks upon the poor 
peasants by means of forgerous tales? Or, are the Catholics of 
Holland not so devoted as Father Phelan thinks? 

I suppose, having been unsuccessful this time, they will try 
it again, to see if the Virgin will respond to their importunities, 
but not until, through privations, the purses of the faithful, 
squeezed flat in this pilgrimage, shall have become fat once more. 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


LETTER TO CARDINAL GIBBONS 
XLI. 


Dear Cardinal: 

We were obliged to cut short our narrative at a most im- 
portant point. It is difficult to reduce all we have to say to the 
small compass of a letter. 

We left our friend Jaime with his companions in the room 
reserved for the recreation of the young nobles and their father 
iastructor. It was agreed before they parted to commission two 
of their number to ask permission of father superior for Father 
(;—— to spend an evening with them. 

Some of the young men planned to go to the city the follow- 
ing afternoon. They were having the best of times at the Jesuit 


college, but youth loves freedom, and a trip to town promised a 
few hours’ relief from the constant surveillance to which they 


were subjected. The Jesuits could not avoid giving their permis- 
sion for an occasional outing, save at the risk of losing their most 
influential pupils, which, of course, they could not afford to do. 
However, to the resourceful mind of a Jesuit no difficulty is in- 
surmountable. By one of those strange coincidences so dificult 
te explain, the voung men, just as they were leaving, met at the 
door their good father superior, who was unexpectedly called to 
the city. Of course, courtesy obliged them to offer him one of 
their two carriages, which he accepted, only after many protests, 
and only on condition that some of the party should ride with 
him. It happened most fortunately that the committee of two, 
appointed the night before, were in father superior’s carriage. 
\nd as soon as the conversation offered an opportunity they 
made their request. Father superior was very gracious, but sorry, 
to say that Father G—— had been obliged to leave unexpectedly, 
and would not be back for several days. But, he added, he was 
going to hold an informal reception in the library that evening, 
at which he would be pleased to have them present. They would 
there have the pleasure of meeting some of the other fathers; 
and although he was afraid they might miss some of the luxuries 
they were especially privileged to enjoy, he hoped the evening 
would not be wearisome to them. This invitation they could not 
refuse. Father superior then politely inquired where his young 
friends were going. Here they were cornered. They were really 
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bound for a trip into the country with a family of their acquaint- 
ance, but they did not wish to say so, and had to invent something 
on the spur of the moment. So they rashly named several per- 
sons on whom they said they were going to call. Much to their 
dismay, it turned out that father superior was also intending to 
call on every one they had mentioned some time that afternoon! 

When they reached the city the superior left them to visit a sick 
person. The young men found themselves doomed to a round of 
formal calls, for he would be sure to find out if they did not go. 
Besides, their trip to the country was spoiled in any case, as they 
had not intended to go back to the college till early next morn- 
ing, and now they had to appear at the reception that evening. 
There would not be time enough for them to make the trip 
and get back. But they must at least make their apologies to the 
family who were expecting them. They directed their coachman 
to drive quickly ; but misfortune pursued them that day, for, just 
a block before reaching the house of their friends, they were met 
by the father superior looking politely surprised at seeing them 
there. An explanation was inevitable, and the superior being 
just then on his way to call on their friends who were leaving for 
the country, “would be most delighted if he could serve them 
by delivering their message, and thus saving them time and 
trouble.” For, he said, he had just obtained the consent of a cer- 
tain distinguished Don S—— to attend his reception, and, as this 
gentleman was obliged to return to town early in the evening 
for an important meeting in the Hall of Deputies, the reception 
would have to begin a little earlier, and the young men would 
have barely time enough to make their intended calls before 
they would have to return to the college. Caught in the trap, 
the crestfallen youths were obliged to turn back and go through 
the afternoon's program, inwardly rebellious at. fate, not realizing 
that he who tries to deceive a Jesuit only deceives himself. 

The reader will have guessed that the father superior knew 
of the proposed trip beforehand. He not only knew of it, but his 
information came through a family which was very devoted 
to him, and which was anxious to humiliate the other family, 
whose country place the young men had planned to visit with 
them that day. How the father superior twisted the students’ 
message, and how this apparently insignificant incident was fol- 
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lowed by consequences of such colossal proportions as to directly 
affect the future politics of Spain, could hardly be suspected by 
our readers. But though interesting and important, as bearing 
directly upon our subject, we must leave this story of intrigue 
and tragedy, wherein hearts were broken and lives ruined by 
this suave father superior, until such time as we shall have the 
ieisure to write a novel. Our reason for relating the incident 
here is that it was the turning point in the life of Jaime. As yet 
he had not been introduced by his classmates to the society life of 
Bilbao. The friends they had planned to accompany to their 
country home were not only social leaders, but had among them 
several charming “sefioritas,” and invitations for all sorts of social 
functions were sure to follow. The Jesuits knew this, and were con- 
vinced that once Jaime had been drawn into the gay life of the 
city, it would be not only difficult, but almost impossible, for them 
to gain the ascendency over him at which they were aiming. By 
the superior’s skilful maneuvers Jaime was prevented from even 
setting foot in that house. As we shall see, this incident was also 
used as the entering wedge for the gradual separation of Jaime 
from his companions, and the Jesuits saw to it that it was the 
last opportunity he ever had of being introduced to Bilbao society. 
Jaime was “marked” for conquest for the order, and nothing must 
he allowed to interfere. 

A few days later Father G returned, and made an appoint- 
ment with Jaime to meet him in the garden that afternoon. There 
they had a pleasant talk, but as for giving any information for 
the topographical notes, Father G seemed to be better ac- 
quainted with Jaime’s home surroundings than he was. The 
father left him rather abruptly, in the midst of a most interesting 
conversation, to fulfil a previous engagement, but promised to 
continue their talk next day. Jaime was beginning to be greatly 
impressed with the saintly piety of Father G , which, far from 
repelling him, as he had anticipated, he found to be most attrac- 
tive, especially as the Jesuit showed such a flattering interest in 
himself. By this time the superior had given unrestricted permis- 
sion for Father G to meet the young nobles in their recrea- 
tion room whenever he wished. Unfortunately he seemed always 


to be previously engaged, and so néver could comply with their 
desire. 
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One day this past-master of hypocrisy, who had been so skil- 
fully sowing the seed in Jaime’s heart, thought it time to reap the 
fruit and sow another crop. He called on Jaime to have a serious 
interview with him. He began by saying that as Jaime was a 
youth of such fine character and exceptional qualities he felt 
no hesitation in opening his mind to him. He wanted Jaime to 
know that it was for conscientious reasons that he could not 
accept the invitation of those young nobles. His conscience would 
not permit him to go where time was being passed in frivolous 
conversations and wine was being drunk at late hours. Only a 
man called of God to fulfil such a mission could have grace 
enough to come out of it unspotted, but he did not feel called. 
He greatly admired the father instructor for submitting to an 
ordeal so contrary to his real inclinations. “But,” he added, 
“what can we expect of society when young men come td us from 
the highest circles, imbued with such bad principles that our 
saintly superiors have to sacrifice the perfect principles of our 
holy order in favor of incorrigible youth, so as to avoid worse 
things (vitanda pejora)? What astonishes me is that persons 
who are of age do not themselves see that to allow them such 
luxuries is against our principles, and that if we do so, we are 
merely making concessions to their lower propensities in order 
to avoid more unbridled outbreaks. The fact that our holy superior 
is so generous ought to oblige them to refuse to accept his 
generosity, and so return kindness for kindness. He is very 
deeply concerned about it. Last night he told me to have two 
hours of prayer daily for the conversion of these young men; 
and I know that the father instructor has asked several other 
fathers to pray especially for them, but in vain; they are desti- 
tute of the grace of God, and the devil has too strong a grasp 
on them. This is what I wanted to tell you. Of course, it must 
be kept private between us, but my interest in you has pre- 
vented my hiding it from you. I feared you might think it 
strange I never accepted the invitation to join you in your rec- 
reation.” 

Although the conscientious father did not advise Jaime not 
to go with his companions, his mind was so disturbed by what 
the Jesuit had told him that he had no heart for it that evening, 
but went to the garden by himself instead. It was not long 
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Lefore he came across Father G , evidently deep in prayer 
or meditation. The good man seemed much surprised at Jaime’s 
presence in the garden, and feared his classmates might interpret 
his absence as due to Father G——’s advice, and that would 
have a very bad effect. “Besides, you know,” he added, “a young 
man of your fine character is always an influence for good.” 
Then Father G—— invited Jaime to go to his room and listen 
to the reading of a manuscript he was engaged upon. It was 
the life of a young Jesuit, who had died a few years previously. 
The story was beautiful and touching. The father read for 
about three hours, and Jaime listened fascinated, and often moved 
to tears. He could not find words to express his gratitude ta 
Father G for granting him such a privilege. As he was 
about to leave, Father G said, casually, as if it had just 
occurred to him: “Jaime, to-morrow (Sunday) I am going to 
the town of P to say mass for the Society of the Sacred 
Heart; maybe you would like to come with me?” Jaime, now 
completely under the spell of the mysticism he had been listen- 
ing to, accepted eagerly. 

Next morning the father called for him very early, and on 
the way told him that it would be of great value as an exam- 
pie to the young men of the town if Jaime would confess and 
take the communion. Although it had been years since Jaime 
bad done such a thing, he found himself, without protest, kneel- 
ing humbly in the confessional, and afterward receiving the sacred 
wafer. Contrary to his expectations, they stayed to take lunch at 
the Mayor's house, and in the afternoon made several calls. Father 
G—— took great pains to introduce his “distinguished young 
friend, a son of one of the most noble houses of Spain, who was 
not ashamed of religion.” 

This was not the last time Jaime accompanied the father on 
his ministerial trips, nor was it the only town he visited. And 
in each place the result of his visit was the founding of a con- 
gregation of St. Luis de Gonzaga. The outcome of this intimacy 
was that Jaime, of his own accord, begged the father to become 
his spiritual director. Soon, without any suggestion from 


Father G , Jaime went to the superior with a strange request. 
Although his parents were paying the highest fees for his edu- 
cation and privileges, he wished to be transferred to the quar- 
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ters of the middle-class pupils, where he would have no special 


privileges. And this he wished done without reducing his fees 
a penny. The father superior was simply overcome. It was so 
seldom he saw such an example of humility that he had thought 
the age of St. Luis de Gonzaga and Stanislas of Kotska was 
past; but Jaime was convincing him that God has still His 
chosen ones in the world. Still, although Jaime’s self-sacrifice 
made him so happy, he could not accede to this request. What 
would his family say? Poor Jesuits are so maligned; people are 
so ready to hear and believe anything against them that it would 
be impossible to grant that! “No,” he said, “it might be my 
ruin. Young man, we are living in such a wicked world that 
were it not because Jesus told us to be wise as serpents, and 
because He directs our steps, I should say that there could be 
no other alternative for a superior than to lose iis soul or die 
a martyr’s death. Of course, it is very painful to me not to 
accede to what I believe to be the direct workings of the Holy 
Spirit, but what can I do? Ii I could see a good reason for it. 
For instance, if you should assume the full responsibility, and 
should say that it was solely because you wish to have more 
quiet for study, etc., I might try it.” Jaime agreed, and was 
allowed to move his belongings to the plain quarters of the 
poorer students. From that time he severed all connection with 
his former companions. 

Previously to this there had been great dissatisfaction among 
these poor students on account of the discrimination shown 
by the authorities of the university against them and in favor 
of the nobles. Complaints were sent to their families, and a sort 
of strike was imminent. But when this young nobleman chose 
of his own free will to be with them, a great reaction set in 
The promoters of the strike were ashamed of their conduct and 
turned in favor of the fathers, and the privileged men were held 
in such contempt that no one would accept their company. Stories 
against them began to be circulated, without the informant ever 
being known. For instance, the family who had invited Jaime’s 
former companions to the country now closed their doors 
against them because they heard that the young Conde, Jaime’s 
cousin, had been overcome by drink in a low tavern, which he 
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had become so degraded as to frequent in preference to the 
Casino. 

The Conde did not come back to the university the next year. 
The stories were utterly false, but they served the purpose of 
the superior in ridding himself of a student he could not expel. 
The privileged quarters disappeared, not as a disposition of the 
Jesuits, but at the request of the parents of the young noblemen 
themselves. The fee remained as large as before, but distinc- 
tions were accorded to none. So Jaime was already being un- 
consciously used as a tool by the Jesuits. 

Jaime, however, instead of progressing more rapidly in his 
studies, gradually became aware of the fact that he was falling 
behind the rest of his class. He could not tell why, but he was 
never able to understand the professors’ questions so as to an- 
swer them intelligently. In vain did he spend every moment in 
study, in vain did the professor devote more time to him in 
the classroom than to the others. He was gifted with a good 
mind, and understood his text books perfectly; he even learned 
the lessons by heart. Nothing availed. One day the professor 
came to his room, saying he was very sorry, but he felt obliged 
to find out what was the matter. Jaime, in despair, said he 
thought it must be the work of the devil. In class he was ready 
to answer every question which was put to the other pupils, 
but when it came to his turn he could not even understand what 
the professor was saying. Greater devotion to the Virgin Mary 
was counselled, and a fresh trial made; but matters grew worse 
instead of better. At last it became necessary to consult the 
father superior, as the time for examinations was rapidly 
approaching, and Jaime had fallen into such a nervous condition 
that he was certain of failure. 

But it is impossible for us here to go into the details of 
how the superior, on the pretext of Jaime’s ill health, postponed 
his examinations and obtained the consent of his family that 
he should spend the Summer with his professors in a country 
place; how, as a special favor, his spiritual director was also 
allowed to be with him, and how, under their influence, he be- 
came so thoroughly infatuated that his military career was aban- 
doned, and he came to have no other desire in life but to be made 
a member of the order. Still longer would it take to tell of the 
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obstacles that were then put in his path; how the superior sent 
lim home, not being willing to take the responsibility upon him- 
self of allowing the young man to fulfil his desire until he had 
time to reflect, away from the atmosphere of the religious life, 
and surrounded by his family and friends; how Jaime’s spiritual 


director at the same time impressed it upon the youth that this 


visit to his home was to be the ultimate test of the genuineness 
of his vocation, and so influenced him that he made a solemn 
vow of chastity before leaving; and how, when, with his family, 
he pined and moped, in spite of everything that could be done to 
divert him, until his father had to beg the father superior to 
accept his son rather than see him die of melancholy. 1 could 
aiso tell of how his sister under his influence, to the astonish- 
ment of every one, entered the Order of Mothers of the Sacred 
girls 


> 


Heart, and became the means of attracting many wealthy 
as pupils to their college. 

The last difficulty in Jaime’s way was that of ill-health. The 
order was not able to provide for the luxuries and comforts his 
delicate constitution required; so, unless his father were will- 
ing to give him the necessary means to meet such expenses, 
it would be impossible to receive him. By this time all his 
family desired was for Jaime to have his wish fulfilled, and when 
I left Spain he was engaged in disposing of his mother’s ine 
heritance in favor of the Jesuits, preparatory to his reception 
as a novice. 

\ll this is full of incident, revealing Jesuitical craft and cun- 
ning, but no doubt enough has been said for our readers to 
realize how difficult it is to escape from the toils of the Jesuits, 
so well hidden are their plots. The only way is to put as great 
a distance between onself and them as possible. And even this 
is difficult to do, for when a person is in their program they 
stop at no means which will bring him under their control. We 
know positively of cases where Jesuits have posed as Protest- 
ants, Masons, married men, servants, and even Brahmins; and 
ii Some cases they have started the most violent persecution 
against themselves in order, afterward, to refute all charges and 
come out triumphant. 

These, then, are the men into whose hands Pope Benedict has 
fallen, and who, although their workings in America have been 
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somewhat restricted for the last few years, under the present 
pontificate are to be allowed full sway, being entrusted with the 
task of “Conquering America for Rome.” 

3e sure, Cardinal, that they will not start any violent meas- 
ure. They will oppose all violence, putting a restraining hand 
on the Knights of Columbus. They will work silently, their 
first care being to tamper with and undermine the Constitution 
of the United States. If they succeed in altering some minor 
clauses, without exciting comment or opposition, it will open 
the way for wider breaches to be made, until finally, when they 
are able to influence a majority they will have things all their 
own way. 

And if the Jesuits succeed in reaching the top, woe to those 
that are below! Then a repetition of the Dark Ages will begin 
for this land of boasted light and liberty. As we have said, 
far better for us the open affrontery of the Knights of Columbus 
than the subtle and secret snares of the Jesuits. God grant 
there may be raised up men brave enough and wise enough to 
withstand them! MANUEL FERRANDO. 


A Word to Our Friends 
Because of circumstances beyond our power to control the 
publication of Tir Convertep Catruoric for August, September 
and October has been delayed. [ut we are glad to say that our 
friends ‘and subscribers will receive all these numbers in succes- 
sion within a short time. 


wing to the fact that we are about to enter upon an election 


vear, we shall try to make our magazine the best eye-opener pos- 
sible and hope to publish some leading articles upon the follow- 


ing subjects : 


“Is the Roman Church a Pelitical Machine?” 

“The Roman Church and Divorce.” 

“The Roman Church and the Public Schools.” 

“Can the President of the United States be Elected Pope?" 
Help us! Christ’s Mission has never felt more deeply the 
need of the co-operation and substantial aid of its friends, and w 
trust they will respond at once to this call. 
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WHY I RETURN TO THE CHURCH OF MY 
FATHERS 


BY REV. BENJAMIN FAY MILLS. 


As we mentioned the Rev. B. F. Mills in one of our late issues 
we) are now very glad to be able to give our readers his own 
account of his remarkable experience.—M. F., Ed. 

[ have grown spiritually and theologically, until I now heart- 
ily believe in the Deity of Christ, the unique, spiritual revelation 
and authority of the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures and the 
other essential teachings of the orthodox Christian Church. 

In some respects my views have never varied from these doc 
trines, but in certain particulars they have been divergent from 
them, and even antagonistic to them. 

While in some respects my practical, experimental and theo- 
logical developments overlap one another, I think I can most 
clearly state my position by observing this three-fold division, 
2nd will, in these articles, follow this general outline. 

[ am the son of a distinguished Presbyterian minister—Rev. 


Thornton A. Mills. I drank in theology with the milk of my mother, 
who was formerly a missionary to India. I was a pastor for ten 
years, an interdenominational evangelist for twelve years, a spe- 


cial student of philosophy, sociology, psychology and comparative 
religions for six years, and a lecturer and teacher along these 
lines for the last twelve years. 

Together with Mrs. Mills I became one of the founders and 
the first permanent minister of the Los Angeles Fellowship, an 
exceedingly virile and consecrated, liberal religious organization, 
while for fifteen years my more formal ministerial standing 
has been in connection with the Unitarian Church. 

‘I left my evangelistic work, first, because I despaired of the 
possibility of a genuine, widespread awakening and inspiration 
of the Church; second, because of a social vision, by which I 
came to conceive of Christ as the Saviour of the social organiza- 
tion rather than of individuals, and third, because of the universal 
viewpoint which came to me through my study of the great books 
of all ages and nations, through which the Bible ceased to be to 
me the exclusively inspired Word of God. 

In 1895, both because I wanted to get in touch with the Church 
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at first-hand, and also felt the need of a broader study than is 
ordinarily undertaken by orthodox ministers, I accepted for a 
year the pastorate of the Fourth Presbyterian Church of Albany, 
and devoted myself to study through the opportunity presented 
by the great State Library, which I continued in the libraries of 
Cambridge and Boston. In the latter city | spoke every Sabbath 
evening in the Music Hall and Hollis Street Theatre, under the 
auspices of a representative committee headed by Edward Everett 
Hale. It was during this period that I withdrew from the ortho- 
dox ministry, which | now propose to re-enter. 

After two years of this ministry I found myself surrounded 
by a large congregation, with the necessity of deciding whether 
to effect a permanent organization or not, but without a definite, 
coherent, positive message of faith and practise. This led to my 
withdrawal from this position, and the spending of four years 
on the wonderful Redmont Hills, above Oakland, Cal., during 
which period I occupied the pulpit of the First Unitarian Church 
of Oakland on Sabbath mornings, and lectured in the Metropoli- 
tan Temple or Golden Gate Hall, in San Francisco, on Sabbath 
evenings, while, in company with my wife, who has been one 
with me in my intellectual and spiritual development, I devoted 


myself to further study, meditation and prayer, that we might 


discover an essential, simple, practical and universal rule of life, 
that, if obeyed, would solve all of man’s individual and social 
problems. At last, one day it dawned upon us, expressed by both 
of us almost simultaneously—absolute trust as the fixed attitude 
ef mind and perfect love as the unvarying practise of the life. 
lor our motto we chose the comprehensive question, “What is 
the Loving Thing to Do?” the answer to which we believed would 
answer all practical questions. As a definition of religion, we 
adopted the idea, phrased by Mrs. Mills, “Religion is that fine 
sense of soul which connects the individual with universal pur- 
pose. 

These general statements we believed to constitute what we 
called ‘The Gospel of an Age of Unrest.’ We developed a com- 
plete ethical application of these principles to every form of indi- 
vidual and social activity, and I announced that I was now ready 
tc preach this “gospel” where doors might be opened for it. The 
message consisted of a call to men of all forms and no form of 
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faith to practise these teachings, which consisted in an amplifica- 
tion and application of the Sermon on the Mount and the thir- 
teenth of First Corinthians. Little by little we developed what 
[ believed and believe to be a worthy universal philosophy of the 
unity of life; that is, of the one perfect principle expressing itself 
through many forms, and we illustrated this by the teachings 
of many ancient and modern sages and scriptures, from the Bha- 
gavad Gita to Emerson. Everywhere I found ears willing to 
listen, my audience rooms for my lectures and lecture classes be- 
ing frequently overcrowded. In Los Angeles, where I have held 
my nominal residence for twelve years, Mrs. Mills and I have 
been surrounded by hundreds and even thousands of the most 
devout and lovable people in the world, while I have given 
courses of lectures and conducted these schools of the conduct 
of life in a majority of the larger cities of the United States. 

I still believe our Rule of Life to be perfect, and our phil- 
osophy to be approximately true, but I perceive that they can 
both be perfectly and inspiringly stated in the Christian phrase- 
ology, while neither or both of them constitute a genuine gos- 
pel. Every religion that satisfies the need of the individual, 
and “marches” in any large social sense, must have a compre- 
hensive and impregnable philosophy, or reason why it is true 


—a simple, practicable and complete rule of life and a gospel 
which shall at once be a sufficient reason why its practise 


Should be undertaken and a powerful stimulus to its adop- 
tion. This gospel was what has been lacking with us. We 
stated our gospel—‘It works”; that is, the practise of the 
rule would save the individual and produce a new spiritual 
era. This also is true, but it is not glad tidings, it takes no 
account of the depravity and helplessness of the ordinary 
human nature, and it gives an insufficient impulse to right- 
eousness or essential enthusiasm to any except exceptional 
people who need it the least. 

In a most remarkable fashion we have been led to a full 
acceptance of the essential and complete revelation of God, 
only in Christ. 

Not only have I been stirred by my own need for a human 
revelation outside of my personal experience, but the world’s 
need has laid hold upon me with resistless power. The cata- 
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clysmic upheaval of the world-war, producing almost a world- 
chaos and possibly to eventuate in calamity beyond our pres- 
ent conceptions; men’s hearts everywhere failing them for 
fear; the economic revolution shaking Christendom like earth- 
quake upon earthquake; my introduction behind the scenes 
in our worlds of business and politics and society and be- 
holding at first-hand the unlicensed greed and selfishness and 
corruption; the laxity of the marriage tie, with thousands 
of homes wrecked upon the rocks; the lack of any prevalent 
sense of moral authority, until there seems to be no ten com- 
mandments, either west or “east of Suez’; the increase of 
crime and vice and insanity and suicide—all these and other 
facts of the present hour have thoroughly convinced me that 
this is not an earth whose regeneration may be expected day 
after to-morrow according to my optimistic prophecies, but 
a lost world, where “all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God,” helpless and hopeless save through some dem- 
onstration in history of an essential redemption and salvation. 
The very need of the Church, which knows so little of its 


limitless treasures and deific power which led me = away, 


has led me back, as I perceive its immense, even limitless, 
epportunity, and that, with all its partial failures and present 
limitations, it is still the purest and potentially the most 
powerful organization which the world has known, and it 
lias grown to seem preposterous to me that I, whose prin- 
ciples lead me to an almost infinite toleration and lack of 
judgment toward my fellow men, individually and socially, 
should fail to be more than tolerant toward the Church of 
Christ, which, awakened, purified, consecrated and endowed 
with spiritual power, may vet become the agent of the living 
(sod in the deliverance of humanity from its age-long hondage. 

Then, too, my wish to do my best work, and nothing less 
than my best, which is to give myself wholly to the directly 
spiritual service of mankind, has moved me mightily; and 
this I know I can do to the largest advantage only through 
and with the Church, while my growing appreciation of the 
raission, the vicarious atonement and the power of the his- 
toric, the pre-historic and the eternal Christ commands all 
the energies of my mind and soul. 
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As late as last Summer Mrs. Mills and I, while separated 
by the breadth of the continent, were being resistlessly drawn 
toward these conclusions and methods of action, while, last 
September, with our heartiest approval, our oldest son, Rev. 
Thornton A. Mills, pastor of an ultra-liberal church in Battle 
Creek, Mich., with his entire congregation, united with the 
orthodox Congregational denomination. 

During my recent journey with Mrs. Mills from the Pacific 
Coast to Chicago, and in a memorable three weeks that have 
followed those epoch-making three days, in a marvelous and 
indescribable manner, veil after veil has been removed from 
our vision, until not as suddenly, but as surely and as com- 
prehensibly as on the Damascus highway, “the light, rare, 
untellable, lighting the very light,” has become identified to 
us, in its greatest manifestations, with Him who said, “I am 
the Light of the World; he that followeth Me shall not walk 
in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” 


THE JESUITS AND THE WAR 


BY ERNEST PHILLIPPS. 


There is plenty of evidence that the present war is the work 
of the papacy, with the sole object of furthering the political aims 
of the Vatican for the restoration of the temporal power of the 
pope. 

We shall never know the extent of these intrigues against 
the Governments of the countries involved in the war. Neutral 
countries are also the object of papal intrigue. 

No method is too base for these aspirants to office under 
papal sovereignty, for a religious garb is a good cloak to wear 
when it can be used as a means to this end. 

Here is a case in point: The Jesuits have been guilty of in- 
trigues against the Government of India by means of mission- 
aries of German nationality, who, while pretending to teach 
Christianity have been fomenting strife among the natives, with 
the object of raising a rebellion against British rule. 


It is a remarkable fact, and one that cannot be explained 
away, that the Jesuits were celebrating the centenary of their res- 
toration to papal favor on the very day when war was declared 





272 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 


between England and Germany. Here is a copy of the papal 
decrees issued in view of the celebrations : 


SOCIETY OF JESUS. 
he following papal decrees have been published in Rome: 
Pus PP. m. 

To all the faithful of Christ health and apostolic blessing. Our 
beloved son Francis Xavier Wernz, general of the Society of Jesus, 
reports to us that on August 7th next it will be a century since the 
society was happily restored by the authority and favor of the apos- 
tolic see through the constitution “sollicitudo omnium ecclesiarum,” 
signed by our predecessor Pope Pius VII. of happy memory. To 
celebrate the memory of the auspicious event, adds the general, 
solemn prayers of thanksgiving are to be offered up in honor of 
the most Sacred Heart of Jesus in all the churches and oratories, 
public and semi-public, belonging to the society throughout the 
world during the triduum of August 4th, 5th and 6th, and also on 
\ugust 7th. That this may be done with greater spiritual profit he 
humbly and earnestly petitions us to be pleased to grant certain 
special favors from the treasury of the Church divinely entrusted to 
us, to the faithful who gather on the above days in the churches 
and chapels of the society of Jesus, as our predecessor, Pope Gregory 
XVI. of happy memory, graciously allowed in A. D. 1840, on the 
occasion of the centenary of the confirmation of the society. And 
we freely and gladly, acceding to these pious wishes in order to 
show our feelings of good-will to that society which has deserved 
so well of the Church of God for so many and such great reasons 
after having heard our venerable brothers the cardinals, inquisitors 
of holy Roman Church, relying on the mercy of Almighty God and 
on the authority of His blessed apostles, Peter and Paul, do merci- 
fully in the Lord grant once a plenary indulgence and remission of 
all their sins, both to the religious, all and several, of the said society, 
and to the faithful of both sexes, who, on any day they may choose 
of the four above-mentioned of the month ot August, on which, by 
permission of the S. Congregation of Rites, the memory of the res- 
toration of the Society of Jesus is to be solemnly commemorated 
throughout the world, shall, after having expiated their sins by sac- 
ramental confession and duly eaten at the heavenly banquet, visit 
any church of public or semi-public oratory of the said society, and 
there returning thanks shall offer pious prayers to God for the con- 
cord of Christian princes, the extirpation of heresy, the conversion 
of sinners and the exaltation of holy Church. 

Moreover, we grant an indulgence of seven years and seven 
quarantines, that may be gained once on each of those four days, 
to all the said religious and faithful, who, at least contrite in heart, 
shall visit any of the above churches or chapels and say prayers as 
above Finally, we permit the said religious and faithful, if they 
wish, to apply these plenary and partial indulgences to expiate the 
stains and pains of the dead. All things whatsoever to the contrary 
notwithstanding. These presents to be of avail only for this year. 
We will that to copies, even printed ones, of these letters, fwherd 
signed by the hand of any public notary, or sealed with the seal of 
a person constituted in ecclesiastical dignity, precisely the same faith 
be attached as would be given to these presents if presented. 

Given at Rome, at St. Peter's, under the ring of the fishermen, 
January 23, 1914, in the eleventh year of our pontificate. 

R. Card, Merry Del Val, 
Secretary of State. 





